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[232] CHAPTER VII.

THE HAPPY CONVERSION OF TSIOUENDAENTAHA, THE
FIRST ADULT SAVAGE BAPTIZED, WHILE
IN HEALTH, IN THE COUNTRY
OF THE HURONS.

T the very time when the Devil seems to have
A the upper hand,—when holy Baptism is de-
cried in two or three villages around here on
account of the death of some of those baptized, when
the Sorcerers (whose words are received as oracles)
are prohibiting the sick from using a few sweetmeats
which give us access to them, when some old men
who pride themselves on being our friends are trying
to persuade us to return to France, and when the cry
is raised on all sides that our presence is unendura-
ble, and [233] that our heads must be split,—a Sav-
age about fifty years old, a man of intelligence and
one of the most discreet and influential persons in
the country, after having given the subject mature
consideration for three years, while he has been at-
tending the explanations of the Christian doctrine,
and having been very carefully instructed, earnestly
requested baptism a few months ago; and, on the
day of the most holy Trinity, he was baptized pub-
licly, and with the ceremonies of the Church, in the
presence of the chief persons of this village, some of
whom regarded this act with astonishment, and
others with a desire to imitate it.
France has had the honor and the glory to open



